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Gross State Product
will grow at just a

third of last year’s
booming pace.
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thousands
of jobs
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The rate of
compensation
increases will slow
down this year as the
demand for labor
softens.
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At least 200,000
[housing] units per

year are needed
to accommodate

population growth
over the next 10 years.
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Residential Building Permits
California

1981 - 2001

thousands of 
homes

February 2001 Employ- Unemploy Personal Residential
ment ment Income Building
growth Rate Growth Permits

Council Member Representative (percent) (percent) (percent) (000 of units)

California Association of REALTORS© Robert Kleinhenz 2.0 5.2 6.3 145
California Economic Forecast Project Mark Schniepp 2.3 5.1 6.2 141
LA County Economic Dev Corp Jack Kyser 2.5 5.3 6.8 142
The Milken Institute Ross DeVol 1.7 4.8 4.5 146
Munroe Consulting Tappan Munroe 1.6 5.6 5.0 130
UC Berkeley, Center for Real Estate Cynthia Kroll 2.5 5.2 6.2 140
  & Urban Economics
UCLA Anderson Forecast Tom Lieser 1.9 5.4 6.7 134

Mean 2.1 5.2 6.0 140
Median 2.0 5.2 6.2 141
State Controller 2.0 5.3 6.0 141
2000 Actual 3.2 4.9 8.6 148

Source: State Controller’s Office: Council of Economic Advisors

Controller's Economic Council: Forecasts for 2001
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Affordable
Housing –

Bridging the
Gap

Jan Breidenbach
Southern California

Association of Non-Profit
Housing

Statewide, California
has a 55%
homeownership rate,
compared to 67%
nationally.
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Affordable
Housing and

Local
Government

Bill Witte
Related Companies

It is local governments
that have by far the

greatest ability to
influence the

development of
affordable housing in

California.

Housing Affordability Varies Widely Across 
California
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Source:  California Association of Realtors, Percentage of households that can afford to purchase the median priced, detached single 
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In San Francisco...the
city has aggressively
moved to rezone under
used nonresidential
land to residential use,
which has fueled a
downtown housing
boom.
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The Affordable Housing Crisis in California

• California is currently home to eight of the 10 most
expensive metro-politan area housing markets.

• The median price of a home in California, $249,370, is
more than $100,000 over the national median.

• California’s home-ownership rate is the second lowest in
the nation, and only 31% of Californians can afford to own
a home.

• During the 1990’s, California’s population increased by
4.4%, but the supply of housing rose by only 1.6%.

Source:  California Budget Report

Housing Affordability in California is Well Below the National Average
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Source:  California Association of Realtors
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Public safety officers
simply cannot afford

to live in the
 communities they

serve.

Housing for
Public Safety

By
 Assemblywoman

Rebecca Cohn
(D-Saratoga)
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Rents Outpace Household Incomes
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Source:  California Budget Project Analysis of the current population survey.
               Poor households are those at the 20th percentile.  
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We must do everything
possible to mitigate
the untenable
difference between
base income and
inflated housing costs.

Renters are Hardest Hit

• Affordability in terms of rent is defined as paying less than 30% of income for shelter.  43%
of all California households are renters, and more than a quarter spend more than half of
their income on rent.

• 47% of California renter households pay over 30% of their incomes for housing.

• In 1999, 45% of California renters were unable to afford the fair market rent on a two-
bedroom apartment.

• In 1997, the number of low income renter households in the state’s metropolitan areas
exceeded low cost rental units by 2.1-to-1, a gap of 684,000 units.

• In the Los Angeles Metropolitan area, rent has risen 15%, while the median income of
renters rose 9.6%.

Source:  California Budget Project
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PROJECT PROFILE:  New Harbor Vista

NUMBER OF UNITS: RENTS:
Total Units: 132 2-bedroom $330 - $500
2-bedroom 60 3-bedroom $380 - $580
3-bedroom 64 4-bedroom $410 - $600
4-bedroom   8

AFFORDABILITY:
2-bedroom     $16,000 for a family of three
3-bedroom     $19,000 - $28,000 for a family of five
4-bedroom     $21,200 - $30,000 for a family of six
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Robin Hughes, Executive Director, Los Angeles Community Design Center
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Our Mission has been
not just to provide

housing, but to create
sustainable living

environments that
enhance and uplift the
neighborhoods around

them.

The
Neighborhood

Partnership
Initiative

Carol J. Galante
President and CEO

BRIDGE Housing Corporation



��������	�����������
����)���	��
��
��	 ��

�����������
���%�����	������������
���������	���������
�����������	
�	��������������
��
�������

 $(:������#����� ����H�	��� �	��

��	��������	���������
��������
	����� ��)������ �������� �5������
����
��������������	��
��������
������	�����
�#������	������
�
%��� �	������� ���� ";@� ���
�	
���� ���
� ����� ����� �
��������� ���� ����
�	�����
�������	�����
�
����������
���#
���
�������	�������������� �

�	����������� 
������� ����
������ ����
�	�����	��� �� �������
�������� ���� 
��		�
� ����� 
����
���������� �����
�� �&���� �
��	
�

������������
������������	)��������
��	����� 4������ �	��
� �	�
������������	��#�������
�����

	�������	�������

���� 1�����	��		�
+������
����,�����������������
��
��� ���� ��4�
���	�� 	�� ����
������	���� ��	������
� ����
���
��������C�������	��
� ��
���� ����� ������ � ,�� �
� ��
	
�������������������������	�	���	��

Having residents and
agencies involved in
the process from an
early stage has helped
our project team to
identify the character,
concerns, and needs of
the neighborhood.
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The goal of the HTSCC
initiative is to help

more than 5,000
individuals and families

severely affected by
the housing crisis.

The
Housing Trust
of Santa Clara

County

By
Chris Block
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Housing Out of Reach for Many Californians

• At all income levels, California’s gap between those who need housing
and its availability is growing by more than 100,000 per year.

• California has the lowest homeownership rate in the country.

• There are only 6 affordable housing units for every 10 low income
households in California, compared to nationally where there are 12
affordable units for every 10 low income households.

• Over 465,000 households are on the waiting lists for subsidized housing
in California.

  Source:  Housing California

By approaching the
problem from a
community-wide
perspective, including
both the public and
private sector, we can
begin to craft solutions.
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Over two-thirds of our
future growth will come

internally — our own
children and

grandchildren.

Housing:  One
Square in the
Urban Quilt

By
Glenn Gritzner and

Katherine Perez
Southern California
Transportation and
Land Use Coalition
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 In the Los Angeles
Metropolitan area, rent
has risen 15%, while
the median income of
renters rose 9.6%.
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